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Disney 1Q profits drop
32 percent, shares slide
LOS ANGELES — The Walt
Disney Co. reported a 32
percent decline in quarterly
profits Tuesday amid a
downturn that Chief Executive
Robert Iger called “likely to
be the weakest economy
in our lifetime.” Iger also
suggested that a broad-based
decline of the DVD business
was occurring as consumers
shifted viewing habits onto the
Internet and other formats.
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NATIONAL
Obama administration
withdraws two
nominations

HEALTH

After community college bans
smoking, will SJSU follow?

WORLD
Iran takes first step
in space exploration
TEHRAN, Iran — An Iranianmade satellite is launched
into orbit for the first time, a
step forward for the nation’s
fledgling space program. Like
its nuclear program, Iran’s
space ambitions worry world
powers because the same
rocket technology used to
carry satellites can also deliver
warheads.
— Associated Press

SUN

ALCOHOL

Students,
faculty react
to Cal Poly
drinking death
JULIANNE SHAPIRO
Staff Writer

against it.
“The wording was along the lines of all or
nothing.”
Hsieh also said the board wanted to give
smokers a designated area to smoke in, but
the whole situation became “very hairy.”
According to the KCBS Web site, San
Jose City College administrators received
many complaints from students who objected to “having to endure clouds of smoke
coming from smokers near classrooms.”
Burke said the college’s administration is
in the process of replacing all the “no smoking within 20 feet” signs around campus

Members of the SJSU chapter of fraternity Sigma Alpha Epsilon were shocked by the death
of 18-year-old Cal Poly San Luis
Obispo student Carson Starkey.
Starkey died on Dec. 2, 2008
as a result of hazing during his
initiation into the fraternity of
the San Luis Obispo chapter of
the fraternity, San Luis Obispo
police said.
“I’m pretty embarrassed by
that, and I’m shocked that for
our brotherhood, so much that
we talk about and uphold ourselves to, that we would let someone get to a point like this,” said
Albert Hsieh, vice president of
Associated Students and member of Sigma Alpha Epsilon.
Vosa Cavu-Litman, president of Associated Students
and a former president of Sigma
Alpha Epsilon, also expressed
shock over Starkey’s death.
“It was a big slap in the face,
because there are people who
are working so hard to change
the negative image that the media portrays,” he said. “There’s
an incident that comes up and
sets you back 20 steps.”
According to a news release
from the San Luis Obispo Police
Department, Starkey’s cause of
death was respiratory arrest due
to acute ethanol toxicity, or alcohol poisoning. The police department said Starkey weighed
155 pounds.
The police report also said
the analysis of his blood, vitre-

See SMOKE, page 2

See DRINKING, page 2
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San Jose City College recently instituted a campuswide ban on smoking. SJSU’s current
policy requires smokers to be at least 20 feet away from buildings and doorways on campus.

Associated Students considered
on-campus ban, but took issue
with ‘all or nothing’ language
ELIZABETH KANG
Staff Writer

WASHINGTON — The Obama
administration rushed to
stave off a first-month
meltdown over tax problems,
withdrawing the nominations
of Tom Daschle as health
secretary and Nancy Killefer
as the government’s first chief
performance officer after
revelations they failed to pay
taxes they owed. The two sent
the president letters saying
they are unwilling to draw
attention from the goals of his
young presidency.
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California judicial panel
weighs inmate release
SAN FRANCISCO — A federal
judicial panel heard closing
arguments Tuesday in a
long-running legal battle
over crowding in California
prisons, a case that will have
far-reaching consequences for
the state’s corrections system,
its budget and public safety.
At issue are cases stretching
back more than two decades
that claim overcrowding is
the cause of poor medical
and mental health treatment.
Courts already have found the
care so poor that it violates
inmates’ constitutional rights.

FRI

Smokers across college campuses are getting phased out like analog TV.
San Jose City College administration
recently approved a campuswide ban on
smoking, commencing a stricter smoking
ban than SJSU’s current policy. Starting this
spring semester, the ban restricts smoking
everywhere on campus instead of the origi-

nal rule of no smoking within 20 feet away
from classrooms, said Michael Burke, president of the college.
Some colleges and universities across the
country have already initiated campuswide
smoking bans, but it is uncertain whether
SJSU will follow suit.
Albert Hsieh, the Associated Students
vice president, said SJSU has already come
close to passing a ban.
“A.S. has definitely evaluated supporting or not supporting a ban,” he said. “As
a board member last year, we were very
close to passing a resolution in support of a
smoke-free campus.”
Although A.S. board members were close
to passing the ban, Hsieh said they decided

FACULTY

Poet chosen as author-in-residence for strong teaching reputation
Author of 8 poetry books
used to teach at UC Davis
BRETT GIFFORD
Staff Writer

This semester’s Connie L.
Lurie Distinguished Visiting
Author-in-Residence at SJSU is
Sandra M. Gilbert. The authorin-residence is appointed annually by the department of English
and comparative literature in the
College of Humanities and Arts,
according to a news release by
the creative writing department.
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A professor emerita of English at UC Davis, Gilbert has authored eight collections of poetry,
a memoir, as well as many critical
works, such as “Acts of Attention:
The Poems of D. H. Lawrence,”
according to the news release.
“Her poetry has evolved
through her most recent book,
‘Belongings,’ which I would argue
is one of the strongest collections
of poems published by an American poet in the first decade of the
21st century,” said Professor Alan
Soldofsky, creative writing director for the department of English
and comparative literature.
Gilbert co-authored “The

Madwoman in the Attic: The
Woman Writer and the 19th
Century Literary Imagination,”
and co-edited “The Norton Anthology of Literature by Women,”
both with Susan Gubar. Gilbert
co-edited “MotherSongs: Poems
For, By and About Mothers” with
Diana O’Hehir.
Gilbert was nominated for
the author-in-residence position
because of her reputation as an
outstanding teacher of creative
writing and literature as well as
her excellent reputation as a poet

See POET, page 6

Author Sandra M. Gilbert
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Don’t miss the Spartan Daily’s live coverage
of President Jon Whitmore’s news conference today at 3.

Last Thursday, a verbal battle between proIsraeli and pro-Palestinian students arose in
front of Clark Hall. Check out photos showing
the highlights and lowlights of what happened that day.

Watch live video of a news conference hosted by Dick Tomey about College Football’s
National Signing Day today at 3.

SANDRA SANTOS / Spartan Daily
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DRINKING A.S. president: student involvement on campus key to prevention
Continued from page 1
ous humor (or the jelly that
fills the eyeball to its lens) and
urine concluded that his bloodalcohol concentration was between .39 percent and .447 percent. California state law states
that the legal driving limit is .08
percent.
“A lot of the national organizations have their own policies
on (hazing), but ours pretty
much say chapters are not to
haze and there’s also a state law
that says hazing is illegal,” said
Blake Balajadia, coordinator for
fraternity and sorority life in the
student involvement center.
Jennifer Gacutan-Galang, a
wellness and health promotion
coordinator for the alcohol, tobacco, other drugs and violence

prevention department at SJSU,
said that alcohol poisoning
numbs the body’s nerves that
handle involuntary movement,
which includes breathing.
“What alcohol poisoning
does to the body is it shuts your
systems down,” she said. “So
the irregular breathing is that
people tend to start breathing
really slowly and eventually it
stops.”
Gacutan-Galang is also a cochair of the Alcohol and Drug
Abuse Prevention Committee,
which hosts an event the first
Thursday of every month as an
alternative activity to drinking.
“We want to provide events
for SJSU students that they can
go and have fun and not go and
drink,” she said. “So I’m very
excited because this Thursday,
we’re bringing eight tons of
snow to campus.”

The event, called Spartan
Squad Snow Day, will have carnival booths, popcorn, s’mores
and hot cocoa, Gacutan-Galang
said. In addition, there will also
be alcohol pamphlets available
to students, as well as a chance
for students to try sledding
while wearing beer goggles.
Cavu-Litman, currently the
house manager for Sigma Alpha
Epsilon, said a push for more
activities from the Cal Poly
campus could help prevent
further hazing incidents from
happening.
“I think if there were more
involvement with the university, and the university pushed
for more things for people to
do on a weekend that wouldn’t
involve alcohol … there
wouldn’t be so many incidents
occurred with people with
drinking,” he said.

SMOKE ‘It doesn’t bother me
if people are considerate, but some
people aren’t,’ student says
Continued from page 1
with the new signs.
The college is currently forming a “smoking education team”
on campus to identify the challenges and health issues involved
smoking, Burke said.
SJSU’s current smoking policy states that smoking is prohibited within 25 feet from any
public entrance or window of
any building.
Paul de la Torre, a junior television, radio, film and theatre major,

said he would be angry if a campuswide smoking ban passes. He
said a ban seems harsh, and a solution would be to have “designated
areas” for students to smoke.
Shaun Tarte, an English graduate student, said he “wouldn’t
like it, but would go off campus
to smoke.”
Katie Dukes, a senior music
major, said she has no problem
with a smoking ban.
“It doesn’t bother me if people
are considerate, but some people
aren’t,” she said.
Dukes said that as a singer,
she does not want to be around

cigarette smoke that may harm
her voice. She said that it seems
“enforcing (the existing smoking
rules) are on the bottom of a very
long list” with which campus police have to deal.
Erin Ogilvie, a junior business
administration major, said she is
in favor of a campuswide ban.
“I wouldn’t mind at all,” she
said. “I hate smokers.”
Joey Martinez, a junior civil
engineering major, said he hasn’t
really noticed smokers and didn’t
think they were a problem except when they smoke outside of
classrooms.
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Today

Alumni Legends
SJSU alumus, Bob Pisano, President
of the Motion Pictures Association of
America, discusses the film industry.
12 noon to 1 p.m. in the Engineering
building, Room 189.
Contact Marie McCann at marie.
mccann@sjsu.edu

Eat Your Heart Out
Learn healthy tips while walking
around campus. Each participant will
receive a water bottle, water, a Red
Dress pin and other prizes.
12 noon to 1 p.m. in the Health
building, Room 208.
Contact Melinda Chu-Yang at mchuyang@email.sjsu.edu

Lecture
A discussion titled “How Do You Find
the Philanthropic Doorbell,” hosted
by Bull Somerville.
12 noon to 1 p.m. in Clark Hall,
Room 322.

07

Saturday

05

Tomorrow

Israel Open
Discussion
An uncensored discussion hosted by
Spartans for Israel.
5:30 to 7 p.m. in the Almaden Room
in the Student Union.
Contact Vanina at 286-6669.

06 Friday
Raising GPAs
Tips on how to raise your grade
point average.
12:15 to 1:15 p.m. in Clark Hall,
Room 118.
Contact Veronica Mendoza at
veronica.mendoza@sjsu.edu

Make Learning Styles
Work For You
A workshop about learning styles.
1:30 to 2:30 p.m. in Clark Hall,
Room 118.
Contact Veronica Mendoza at
veronica.mendoza@sjsu.edu

Spartan Squad Snow
Day
Eight tons of snow is brought to
SJSU for a Snow Day. Sponsored by
Spartan Squad and Alcohol and Drug
Abuse Prevention Committee.
4 to 7 p.m. at Seventh Street Plaza.

09

Monday

Science
Extravaganza

LGBTQQI Discussion
Group

7 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the Engineering
building.
Contact Monica Martin at monica.
martin87@yahoo.com

Co-sponsored by LGBT Resource
Center and Counseling Services.
12 noon to 1:30 p.m. at the LGBT
Resource Center. For more information, call 924-6158 or 924-5910.

Pride of the Pacific
Islands
Hula and Tahitian practice.
8 p.m. in the Aerobics Room in the
Event Center. Contact Kristen Tom at
ppi_sjsu@yahoo.com

11

Wednesda
Wednesday

Bone Marrow Drive
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the lobby at Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. Library.
Contact Diana at diana.wu@sjsu.
edu

Book Discussion
A talk about John Steinbeck’s
“Cannery Row.”
11 a.m. to 12 noon in Clark Hall,
Room 100.
Contact Annette Nellen at anellen@
sjsu.edu

Sparta Guide is provided free of charge to students, faculty and staff members. The deadline for entries is noon, three working
days before the desired publication date. Space restrictions may require editing of submission. Entries are printed in the order
in which they are received. Submit entries online at thespartandaily.com or in writing at DBH 209.

Cavu-Litman also added
that the brothers of the fraternity are involved in a variety of
community activities, both on
and off campus.
“We participated in the half
marathon that happened in
San Jose last semester (Rock
‘n’ Roll Half Marathon) and we
did a walk for breast cancer,” he
said. “Fraternities and sororities raise money for different
organizations so that they can
function more efficiently.”
Hsieh added that his fraternity members passed out water
to all of the runners and encouraged them to keep running.
He additionally spends time
dancing with the elderly at local
senior centers with members of
the other fraternity he belongs
to, Alpha Phi Omega.
“We serve people food and
dance with them,” he said.

A,B,C,D,Es of alcohol poisoning
According to the wellness and health promotion department

A
B
C
D
E

See if that person’s awake. If you can’t wake a person up, that’s
not a good sign and he or she probably has alcohol poisoning.
Check their breathing. If they are breathing too fast or too slow,
that might be an indication that they alcohol poisoning.
Check if they’re cold and clammy. So if you feel their hands and
you feel their face and they’re kind of bluish, it is not a good sign.
So when alcohol poisoning occurs, it shuts down your systems
from the farthest points from your core-in and so the first things
that are going to go cold and blue are your feet and your hands.
Don’t leave this person alone.
This is an emergency, so have someone else get help.

Visit the virtual bar at http://www.b4udrink.org to see what your blood alcohol
concentration will be in order to prevent drunk driving and alcohol poisoning.

Alcohol Myths Debunked
From Jennifer Gacutan-Galang, wellness and health promotion coordinator
for the alcohol, tobacco, other drugs and violence prevention department
isn’t going to make you any more sober. It’s going to help with your hangover
1 “Water
the next day.”
will say, ‘just drink coffee, it’ll sober you up.’ It won’t sober you up. What it will
2 “People
do is make your hangover worse because coffee has caffeine in it, which is a diuretic,
which makes you lose your water faster.”

a cold shower is not going to sober someone up. What it can do and we tell
3 “Taking
our students is don’t throw a friend who you think is really drunk into a cold shower
because it sends their body into shock.”

lot of people think too that if they take aspirin before they go to bed it will help with
4 “Atheir
hangover in the morning but it won’t. Aspirin can upset the stomach and so the
stomach is already upset with all the alcohol so the aspirin will add to it.”

5 “The only thing that will help you sober up is time.”
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First counseling
talk of semester
not a success with
students
Attendance varies from
one to 30 for success
events, counselor says
ANDREA MUNIZ
Staff Writer

The SJSU Counseling Services
held its first workshop of the semester, titled “Top Ten Ways to
Succeed at SJSU,” in the Clark
Hall on Tuesday.
The workshop, one of the
many to follow in the Spartan
Success Series this semester, focused on helping students learn
the ten ways to get the most out
of their time spent at SJSU and
finishing their degrees with the
fewest problems.
Jane Boyd, a counselor and
lecturer at SJSU, put together
and hosted this workshop free of
charge to any student who wanted to attend.
But no one attended.
Boyd said she has been hosting workshops for 25 years,
where she said attendance varies
anywhere from one to 30 people.
No matter how many people
decide to show up, Boyd said she
has no hard feelings.
“I think our students are trying to juggle employment, education, relationships, the economy,
commuting and they are so tightly
scheduled that they barely have
time to eat,” Boyd said. “I was a
very busy student and could attend
very few outside activities.”

Boyd said it took her 13
years to receive her Bachelor of
Arts degree in psychology from
SJSU, so she has definitely been
in the students’ shoes.
For students like Vince Ng,
a sophomore business management major, it’s not that there
isn’t interest in the workshop,
but time constraints.
“I didn’t know about it and
I had class,” Ng said. “I would
have tried.”
Ng said he is familiar with
some of the workshops held in
the Clark Hall because of a communications class and he had
been to a few workshops before.
But he said he felt that this particular workshop was not marketed well enough.
Nancy Garrido, a sophomore psychology major, said
she would have been interested
in attending if she had known
about it.
“Only because I like to be informed with that stuff, especially
about succeeding at SJSU,” she
said. “I think that’s something
that everybody should want.”
Garrido also said that when
she first started at SJSU, she felt
lost. There wasn’t enough information readily available to help
or inform students of what was
going on.
For Ng, Garrido and other
students who missed this workshop, Boyd provided tips to
guide them through school.
One of the tips Boyd mentioned was developing and improving positive thinking. While

CAMPUSIMAGES

Franklin Pham, a junior business major, sets up for a photography exhibition in the Art
Building on Monday afternoon. The project, which is a visual work on consequences entitled
“Dead Weight Cost,” is open from Tuesday, Feb. 3 to Friday, Feb. 6.

some students complain about
how boring classes or lectures
are, she suggested them to try
finding a positive viewpoint.
Of all the tips, Boyd said
asking questions was the most
important.
“If they’re driven by the desire to know, then everything
else sort of falls into place.
They have to want the education,” she said.
Information on other workshops scheduled this semester
can be found at the SJSU Counseling Services Web site.

US supply lines impacted by base
closure, militant attack in Afghanistan
Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — U.S.
troops in Afghanistan saw their
supply lines squeezed from
the north and east Tuesday after militants blew up a bridge
in Pakistan and Kyrgyzstan’s
government said it would end
American use of a key air base
following Russia’s announcement of new aid.
Securing efficient and safe
supply routes into Afghanistan
has become a top priority for
U.S. officials as the Pentagon
prepares to send in up to 30,000
more American soldiers this year.
Some 75 percent of U.S. supplies
travel through Pakistan, where
militants have stepped up attacks
on truck convoys destined for
U.S. bases.
Attackers on Tuesday blew up
a bridge in northwestern Pakistan in a fresh salvo in an escalating campaign seeking to cripple
Washington’s war effort in Afghanistan.
The red metal bridge in the
Khyber Pass partially twisted
and collapsed on one end, with
chunks of concrete scattered
about. A trailer truck caught on
the span — about 15 miles northwest of Peshawar — fell on its side
and spilled dozens of bags.
While U.S. officials have long
said they are seeking fresh supply routes, they have never hinted
publicly at any concern about running out of food or fuel. American
forces stockpile enough supplies
to last 60-90 days in the event that
their supply chain is severed, U.S.
officials say.
The top U.S. military spokesman in Afghanistan shrugged off
any supply worries after Tuesday’s events, saying that traffic
was already flowing again in Pak-

istan after the attack. “They made
a bypass,” said Col. Greg Julian.
He also dismissed Kyrgyzstan’s threat to close access to
the Manas air base as nothing
but “political positioning.” Gen.
David Petraeus, who oversees
the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq,
met with officials in Kyrgyzstan
last month and “came away with
the sense that everything was
fine,” Julian said.
“We have a standing contract,
and they’re making millions off
our presence there. There are
no plans to shut down access to
it anytime soon,” Julian told The
Associated Press.
Pentagon spokesman Geoff
Morrell said: “I have seen nothing to suggest, other than press
reports, that the Russians are attempting to undermine our use
of that facility.”
Pentagon planners and logistics officers have a variety of
alternative supply routes into Afghanistan, although defense officials acknowledged that Manas is
singularly important.
“There are other ways to resupply via air or land if need be,
but Manas is well situated, it’s
well-appointed, it’s well run and
it well serves our troops in Afghanistan,” Morrell told The Associated Press. “We think it’s in
everybody’s interest to continue
our operations there.”
Petraeus, chief of the U.S.
military’s Central Command,
said last month that agreements
had been reached to use supply
routes through Central Asia, but
details of the deals have not been
announced.
Kyrgyzstan
President
Kurmanbek Bakiyev’s statement
that U.S. forces would have to
stop using Manas air base came
after Russia said it was providing
the poor Central Asian nation
with billions of dollars in aid.

The Kyrgyz government “has
made the decision on ending
the term for the American base
on the territory of Kyrgyzstan
and this decision will be announced tomorrow or the day
after,” Bakiyev said in televised
comments.
The United States set up the
Manas base and one in neighboring Uzbekistan to back operations
in Afghanistan after the Sept. 11
terror attacks. Uzbekistan expelled U.S. troops from the base
on its territory in 2005 in a dispute over human rights issues,
leaving Manas as the only U.S.
military facility in the region.
There are frequent U.S. flights
between Manas and the main U.S.
base in Afghanistan at Bagram.
Russia has long been suspicious of the U.S. presence. Russia
also uses a military air base in the
former Soviet nation.
Afghan President Hamid
Karzai has made increasing overtures to Russia in recent weeks.
His office released correspondence between the two countries
saying Russia is ready to cooperate on defense matters.
During his visit last month,
Petraeus said that Manas would
be key to plans to boost the U.S.
troop presence in Afghanistan. He
also said the United States pumps
$150 million into Kyrgyzstan’s
economy annually, including $63
million in rent for Manas.
Russia agreed Tuesday to provide Kyrgyzstan with $2 billion
in loans plus another $150 million in financial aid.
Central Asia is key to U.S.
efforts to secure an alternative
supply line to forces in Afghanistan. The main route, through
the Khyber Pass in Pakistan’s
northwest, has occasionally been
closed in recent months due to
rising attacks by bandits and Islamist militants.

SANDRA SANTOS / Spartan Daily

Success at SJSU – top ten ways to succeed at SJSU
1. Set and keep goals
2. Develop and improve positive thinking
3. Know your rights and responsibilities
4. Learn how to learn
5. Develop time management and
priority setting skills and use them

6. Study effectively
7. Locate and utilize resources on
campus and in the community
8. Asking questions
9. Improve reading comprehension
10. Improve memory skill
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POET Norton Anthology
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editor offers experience
ballots to be counted
to students as author-in-residence in Minn. Senate election trial
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5,000 rejected ballots
will count; Candidate
wanted 11,000
Associated Press

SANDRA SANTOS / Spartan Daily
Sandra M. Gilbert joins the SJSU creative writing faculty as this
semester’s Connie L. Lurie Distinguished Visiting Author-in-Residence.
Gilbert is the author of eight collections of poetry and will be teaching
in the English department.

Continued from page 1
and scholar, according to the
news release.
“During our long collaboration, I always profited from her
wit and learning, as will the students of San Jose State University, because she always has been
and remains an inspiring teacher,” said Gubar, who is an English
professor at Indiana University.
As author-in-residence, Gilbert will be teaching English 181,
Topics in Women’s Literary History, and English 240, a graduate
poetry workshop offered as part
of SJSU’s master of fine arts program in creative writing. English
240 will focus on the poetry of
estrangement.
“I’m encouraging students to
approach what are often traditional subjects for poets, but to
try to de-familiarize daily life, to

try to look at it from an estranged
perspective,” Gilbert said.
Gilbert said she wants her
poetry students to be inspired to
write poems in many new ways
and think about the world in
fresh, different ways.
Gilbert’s English 181 class
will focus around two anthologies that she co-edited, “The
Norton Anthology of Literature
by Women” and “A Feminist
Theory and Criticism: A Norton
Reader,” as well as several novels
by female authors.
“She is a legendary instructor,” said creative writing graduate student Nicole Henares, who
teaches at Lowell High School in
San Francisco. “A lot of students
are intimidated by someone who
has edited a Norton Anthology.”
Henares added that she regrets
not having studied under Gilbert
while attending UC Davis.
The Lurie Distinguished Visiting Author-in-Residence in

Creative Writing was established
in 1999 and provides students
the opportunity to study with
nationally and internationally
known authors, according to the
news release.
As author-in-residence, Gilbert will take part in the SJSU
Major Author Series, including
an on-stage interview, book signing and public reading beginning at 1:30 p.m. on April 15, in
rooms 225-229 of the Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Library.
She will also participate in an
educational outreach program at
Mt. Pleasant High School.
The program is named after Connie L. Lurie, the wife of
former San Francisco Giants
owner Robert Lurie. She graduated from SJSU in 1964 and has
donated to the university several
times, including a major endowment to Connie L. Lurie School
of Education, according to the
news release.

Judge set to unseal documents
in federal perjury case against
former SF Giants slugger
Barry Bonds trial set to
begin in early March for
allegedly lying to federal
grand jury in 2003
Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — A
federal judge plans to unseal
hundreds of pages of court
documents at the heart of the
government's case against home
run king Barry Bonds, who's accused of lying to a grand jury
about using performance-enhancing drugs.
Among the documents to be
released Wednesday are a transcript of a recorded conversation
between Bonds' personal trainer Greg Anderson and Bonds'
former business partner Steve
Hoskins, as well as positive drug
test results that prosecutors say
belong to Bonds.
One is a urine sample submitted by Bonds during baseball's anonymous survey testing

program in 2003, according to a
report on The New York Times'
Web site. Bonds' sample did not
test positive under MLB's program but was retested by investigators after it was seized in a
2004 raid, unidentified sources
told the newspaper.
When Bonds' attorneys
sought to exclude the test results, they filed the details of
their argument under seal. They
argued that making details of
the test results public would
harm Bonds' chances of getting
a fair trial.
Initially, the judge ordered
those documents to remain
sealed. She changed her mind
Monday after media organizations protested. On Tuesday,
Illston said Tuesday the documents' release will not deprive
Bonds of a fair trial.
Lead prosecutor Matt Parrella declined comment. Bonds'
lead attorney Allen Ruby said he
would not fight the judge's unsealing order.
The seven-time NL MVP is
expected to plead not guilty on
Thursday to a grand jury's third

indictment, which charged
Bonds with lying and obstruction of justice.
On the same day, U.S. District Judge Susan Illston will
consider Bonds' lawyers' motion
to exclude certain government
evidence from his trial, which is
scheduled to begin March 2.
Bonds has twice before
pleaded not guilty, the first time
in November 2007 when prosecutors unsealed an indictment
charging him with perjury and
obstruction of justice charges.
A judge has ordered prosecutors
to revise the indictment twice to
repair legal technicalities.
Bonds told a grand jury in
December 2003 that he took
"the clear" and "the cream," provided by his personal trainer,
Greg Anderson. But Bonds testified that he did not know he was
taking performance-enhancing
drugs.
He also has denied knowingly taking other steroids and
human growth hormone. Prosecutors argue they will prove
through positive test results and
other evidence that Bonds lied.

ST. PAUL, Minn. — The
judges in Minnesota’s Senate
election trial threw Republican Norm Coleman a lifeline
on Tuesday, opening the door
to adding nearly 5,000 rejected
absentee ballots to a race that
Democrat Al Franken leads by
just 225 votes.
It wasn’t a total victory for
Coleman, who had wanted the
judges to look at about 11,000
such ballots. He also has to
prove the absentees were unfairly rejected, and it’s likely that
Franken would gain votes from
the pile too.
But his attorneys had said
the absentees were the centerpiece of his court challenge, and
they cheered the ruling.
“This is a victory for thousands of Minnesotans whose rejected absentee ballots will now
be properly reviewed in this
election,” Coleman attorney
Ben Ginsberg said in a prepared
statement.
While the judges limited
Coleman’s field of potential new
votes, they allowed many more
ballots than Franken had wanted. His attorneys had argued
Coleman should be limited to
about 650 — the specific figure
given in his initial Jan. 6 lawsuit.
The judges, however, ruled

that the Jan. 6 filing laid out
additional categories of ballots
that should be examined.
The judges said they would
look at two categories of rejected absentees: those where it
appeared the voter had met the
legal requirements, and those
where voters might have run
afoul of the law through no fault
of their own.
The judges agreed to consider 4,797 rejected absentee
ballots because that was the
number Coleman said in a Jan.
23 filing met one of those two
conditions.
In a separate order later Tuesday, the judges made clear that
Coleman would have to prove
at trial that each questioned
ballot was wrongly rejected in
order for it to be counted.
Coleman’s attorneys said
they’re ready to offer individual evidence that all or most
of those ballots were wrongly
rejected — strengthening the
possibility that the trial could
last several months.
Ginsberg said the 4,797 ballots was always “the universe of
ballots we thought should be
examined because they are valid.” He said they never expected
the rest to be brought into the
count, but “we were willing to
bring them here so everyone
could see that.”
Franken has his own pile
of 771 rejected absentees he
wants considered, but his lawyers aren’t expected to make his
argument on those until after
Coleman rests his case.
Meanwhile, Franken attorney
Marc Elias said, “We’re prepared

to go forward with the universe
they’ve defined.” Elias said he
believed the judges would find
that most of the 4,797 had been
properly rejected.
It’s not clear how the absentees will be examined. Ginsberg
said Coleman’s lawyers are prepared to offer evidence on each
one if necessary.
Ginsberg said the rejected
absentees now subject to review
weren’t cherry-picked from areas that favored Coleman. Elias
said he was skeptical of that
claim: “Let’s just put it this way
— it was a list compiled by the
Coleman campaign,” he said.
Meanwhile, in testimony at
the trial Tuesday, Coleman’s
attorneys sought to show that
different Minnesota counties
applied different standards to
rejecting absentees — the heart
of their case in seeking a uniform standard on absentees.
Kevin Corbid, who supervises elections in Washington
County, said his county decided
on absentees with the best information available at the time.
But Coleman’s attorney, Joe
Friedberg, highlighted an area
where Corbid’s decisions appeared to differ slightly from his
counterpart in a neighboring
county.
Corbid testified he didn’t
make a special effort to accept
previously rejected absentee
ballots if he had reason to believe they were rejected because
of mistakes by election judges.
A day earlier, Ramsey County
Elections Manager Joe Mansky
testified he made a particular effort to remedy such mistakes.
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DISC OF THE WEEK: ‘LEFT 4 DEAD’

Share the zombie apocalypse with friends
SCOTT REYBURN
Staff Writer

A zombie apocalypse has
spread throughout the population
and the only hope is survival.
People try to make it by any
means possible in this scenario,
mainly by blowing the brains
out of attacking zombies with an
arsenal of weaponry. Let’s face it,
there’s no remorse for killing zombies, and that’s exactly what players will do, a lot, in Valve’s “Left 4
Dead” for PC and Xbox 360.
“Left 4 Dead” is purely a firstperson shooter. After playing
games like “Call of Duty” and
other modern first-person shooters, “Left 4 Dead” was a little disappointing for the fact that the
shooting wasn’t as challenging as
similar games.
It doesn’t have many modern
first-person shooter elements
such as gun kickback, when the
player fires and has to take into
account range and rate of fire,
or gun scoping when the player
zooms into something in the distance. Aiming feels like it’s pointand-shoot with no drop off. Melee, punching with a weapon, is
the player’s best friend in “Left
4 Dead.” It creates the space for
a player surrounded by the infected zombies to fire the killing
blow.
The game is broken up into
four campaigns, each with five
chapters and multiple difficulty
levels. Each campaign is not
particularly long and can be
completed at normal difficulty
within an hour.
The player’s mission in each
campaign is to reach the extraction point at the end of the final
chapter while battling from safe
house to safe house, which serve
as the end points for each chapter.
What will keep players coming back to replay each campaign
are the multiple difficulty levels,
ability to play co-op with other
people and the spawn of the infected that are generated and
found in different parts of the
levels. This is possible with “The
Director,” artificial intelligence in
the game, which will spawn infected items and bosses in different places in each chapter based
on the current situation the player or players are in during a level.
“The artificial intelligence ‘Director’ is pretty cool,” said junior

animation major Gizelle Orbino.
“No repetitiveness, you don’t
know where the zombies are at.”
The randomness of each playthrough makes the game different every player.
“Every time you play a level,
it’s a different experience,” said
sophomore computer science
major Wally Alarcon. “If you play
really bad it gets easier, and if you
play really good it gets harder.”
“Left 4 Dead” is competent
played alone with the rest of the
survivors controlled by AI, but
the game really shines when a
group of four friends in co-op is
assembled to shoot the infected
zombies in the face.
“I get to play with my friends
in other colleges,” Orbino said.
If everyone has a headset,
the chatting that goes on makes
the co-op experience that much
more intense, especially when a
springy jumping special “infected” zombie, called a “Hunter”
is ripping one of the player’s
guts out and he or she begins to
scream to his or her friends, “Get
it off of me!”
“I like the multiplayer aspect
of it,” Alarcon said.
“Left 4 Dead” uses clever
sound cues to tip the player off
when there is going to be a rush
of infected zombies, when a
special infected zombie is lurking around or when a infected
boss, such as the witch or the Incredible Hulk-sized “Tank,” are
around.
It’s important to point out
that the infected zombies in
“Left 4 Dead” are fast-running
“28 Days Later”-type zombies.
They’re not your mom and pop’s
slow-and-bumbling zombies as
in George A. Romero’s “Night of
the Living Dead.” It’s what gives
the game such great tension,
knowing the infected are charging at top speed.
Presentation-wise, “Left 4
Dead” pulls off exactly what it
wants to, a cheesy zombie-flick
vibe. The introduction demonstrates exactly what the player
is getting in to, a zombie apocalypse with thousands of zombies
to fight throughout the game.
The game has a slight grainy filter that gives the feeling that the
player is in some sort of zombie
action movie.
“It’s amazing how it matches
the computer graphics,” Alarcon
said. “It lives up to its computer
graphics movie in the beginning.”

Players keep an eye out to make sure everyone stays
alive. Teamwork among the survivors and combining
firepower is key in combating the walking dead.

A close up encounter with a “Boomer,” a methane-filled zombie that can spray its
victims with a pheromone-laced vomit, which attracts other infected to the recipient.
Upon being shot it explodes violently.

Up to four players can assume the roles in a mismatched group of survivors,
cooperating to fend off attacking zombies and make it to the safety of the
extraction point.
Although the four campaigns
are short, it’s still worth it to pickup “Left 4 Dead” at full price.
With the multiple difficulties
to conquer in single-player and
co-op and the always fun versus
multiplayer and the randomness
of “The Director.”
The game is worth every shinny, zombie-blood stained penny.
“Left 4 Dead” is the perfect
game for any zombie lover who
is looking for a great co-op experience to play with their college
buds for months and months to
come.

Courtesy of the “Left 4 Dead” offical Web site

Check out recent images taken by
Spartan Daily photographers
in their Photo Blog.
www.spartandailyphoto.wordpress.com

Courtesy of the “Left 4 Dead” offical Web site

Courtesy of the “Left 4 Dead” offical Web site
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MOVIE REVIEW: ‘TAKEN’

Liam packs a punch and a bullet, too

Never try to kidnap the daughter of a CIA killing machine, he will definitely find you, he will definitely kill you
MARCOS BLANCO
Staff Writer

Upon seeing the first trailer
of “Taken” a few months before
the film’s theatrical release last
Friday, my anticipation for a revenge-fueled Liam Neeson taking down the bad guys with ease
and style was through the roof.
That’s exactly what I got in
the latest action-crime-drama
directed by Pierre Morel (“The
Transporter”). What’s there is
well done — namely, the fastpaced, brutal and intense fighting
and shooting scenes, all of which
are very well choreographed.

The first 20 minutes of the
film actually set up the plot and
characters quite nicely. Although
Bryan’s love for his daughter is
evident, there is also friction in
their relationship, mostly due
to the conflicts between Bryan
and his ex-wife, Lenore (Famke
Janssen), who is now married
to a rich businessman named
Stuart (Xander Berkeley). Lenore thinks her daughter’s life
now is better than when she was
married to Bryan, since he was
always away from his wife and
daughter on dangerous government missions overseas.
The problems among Bryan,
Lenore and Kim become more

“What I do have is a very particular set
of skills, skills I have aquired over a
very long career, skills that make me a
nightmare for people like you.”
CIA PREVENTER BRYAN MILLS

Played by Liam Neeson

With that said, sadly, these
great action sequences aren’t
enough to save this film from
mediocrity in the character and
plot department, even given decent performances by the cast.
“Taken” revolves around a
former CIA “preventer” named
Bryan Mills (Neeson), whose
beloved 17-year-old daughter
Kim (Maggie Grace) and her
friend Amanda (Katie Cassidy)
are kidnapped by Albanian sex
traffickers in Paris.
After hearing his daughter
as she is taken (hence the title)
and threatening one of the kidnappers over the phone, Bryan
travels to Paris to find and kill
the kidnappers and hopefully
find Kim before she is sold to the
highest bidder as a sex slave.

visible when Kim has to ask
for her father’s consent to go to
Paris with her friend Amanda.
He feels uncomfortable with it
because of his experiences dealing with dangerous situations
overseas, but reluctantly grants
her permission to go.
Unfortunately, though, from
that point onward, Morel throws
good character and plot development out the window and
delves into typical action movie
territory, with Bryan quickly
travelling to Paris and going on a
murderous rampage to find Kim,
using, as he tells a kidnapper, “a
very particular set of skills. Skills
I have acquired over a very long
career. Skills that make me a
nightmare for people like you.”
A particular set of skills he

has indeed, all of which show no
signs of Neeson’s character being
rusty due to his age. Bryan uses
just about every trick in the book
against his enemies, including
innovative spying and torturing
techniques. Homemade electric
chair, anyone?
There are a lot of action films
in which the camera can’t keep
up with all the mayhem going
on, but “Taken” is an exception,
with its smooth camerawork
recording the hell Bryan raises
throughout the movie. Morel
definitely knows his stuff when
it comes to action.
The film is rated PG-13 for
violence, brief drug use, sexual
content and language. The body
count is high and gets a bit bloodier towards the end. Which begs
the question: If “Taken” had an
R rating, would it have been a
better action film?
I think it would have. A lot of
the violent scenes seemed to be
screaming for R-rated violence,
which would’ve given the film a
more serious, grittier edge.
“Taken” could have also benefited from a longer running
time. A PG-13 movie that is only
an hour and half just doesn’t cut
it these days.
If it had been a half hour or
even an hour longer, there could
have been more complex character development and a deeper
plot to accompany the great
action scenes.
In the end, however, we are
left with another decent, but
predictable, action film. Good
performances by Neeson and
the rest of the cast are enough
to just barely lift the film up
to average.
“Taken” is good for what it
is, as long as you just leave your
mind at the door and don’t expect it to be something along the
lines of the “Die Hard” series.

Liam Neeson as Bryan Mills, a CIA operative trying to resuce his
kidnapped daughter in “Taken.”

The kidnapped daughter Kim, played by Maggie Grace, making a call to
her father for help.

Classifieds
EMPLOYMENT
YOUTH SWIM TEAM COACH
Part Time April-July for club in
Santa Clara. Rec league for
swimmers 6-18. Will manage
asst. coaches. Exp preferred.
Send resume to fpcc@comcast.net
EARN EXTRA MONEY Students needed ASAP
Earn up to $150 per day being
a mystery shopper
No Experience Required
Call 1-800-722-4791
LIFEGUARD & SWIM INSTR.
Santa Clara. Good pay, D. O.
E., Red Cross certs req. Apply
online
www.forestparkcabanaclub.
com

CHESS TUTOR needed for
after- school programs in St.
Clara county. Email: info@faeclub.com
STUDENT WORK (NEAR
SJSU) As featured in the Wall
Street Journal in August 2008.
*$17.70 BASE-appt.
*FLEXIBLE SCHEDULES
*No experiencenecessary
*Training provided
*Customer sales/service
*Scholarships awarded
annually
*Internships possible
*Some conditions apply
*All majors may apply
CALL FOR INTERVIEW
(408) 866-1100
(650) 940-9400
(510) 790-2100
www.workforstudents.com/
sjsu

SURVEY TAKERS NEEDED:
Make $5-$25 per survey. www.
GetPaidToThink.com

FOR RENT
LRG 2 BDRM 1.5 Bath. $1395/
mo. 1/2 Blk to SJSU. Huge
Bdrms. Parking. 1 yr lease.
(408)309-9554

CLASSIFIED AD RATE INFORMATION
Each line averages 25 spaces.
Each letter, number, punctuation mark, and space is formatted into an ad line.
The first line will be set in bold type and upper case for no extra charge up to 20 spaces.
A minimum of three lines is required.
Deadline is 10:00 am , 2-weekdays prior to publication.
MINIMUM THREE LINE CLASSIFIED AD:
DAYS: 1
2
3
4
RATE: $10.00 $15.00 $20.00 $25.00
$2.50 EACH ADDITIONAL LINE AFTER THE THIRD LINE.
$3.00 EACH ADDITIONAL DAY.

SERVICES
FIXLAPTOP.COM BUY SELL
REPAIR Laptop & Parts Repair
PC Data Recovery Remove
Virus Rental Trade Laptop &
Parts (408)469-5999
TUTORING: Math, Chemistry,
Physics
“I make it easy!” Call Jim
(307) 699-3392

• RATES ARE CONSECUTIVE DAYS ONLY. •ALL ADS ARE PREPAID.
• NO REFUNDS ON CANCELLED ADS.

FREQUENCY DISCOUNT: 40+ consecutive issues: 10% discount
SJSU STUDENT RATE: 10% discount.
Ads must be placed in person in DBH 209 from 10 AM or 3PM.
STUDENT ID REQUIRED.
Rate applies to student’s individual ads only. Not intended for businesses and/or
other persons.
Frequency discount does not apply.
www.thespartandaily.com

DISCLAIMER
The Spartan Daily makes no claim for products or services advertised below nor is there any guarantee implied. The classified columns of the Spartan Daily consist of
paid advertising and offers are not approved or verified by the newspaper. Certain advertisements in these columns may refer the reader to specific telephone numbers
or addresses for additional information. Classified readers should be reminded that, when making these further contacts, they should require complete information before
sending money for goods or services. In addition, readers should carefully investigate all firms offering employment listings or coupons for discount vacations or merchandise.

Need a Roommate?
Need a Job?
Need a Roommate
with a Job?

Spartan Daily
Classiﬁeds
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War in the Middle East: Bin Laden’s master plan
CHRIS CURRY

For Those About to Read
I have been wondering if, perhaps, America has been drawn
out onto a frozen lake.
Let me explain.
It’s the oldest trick in the
book of frozen lakes. The hopelessly outnumbered lure their
enemies onto a frozen lake, only
to watch them die when they
follow.
As a small group, they were
able to safely cross the icy trap
then disappear into the forest.
But because the weighty army
pursuing them was foolish and
arrogant enough to come after

them, they plunge through the
cracking ice to a frigid death.
I know it was in a movie, but
this set up had to have really
happened somewhere. Hollywood writers just can’t make up
something that good.
Lately, I have been thinking
about the messy Middle East
situation, and how it came to be
that America now seems hopelessly stuck in it.
Granted, the far stretching oil
pipelines and the heat waves rising off the Al Anbar desert sand
hardly seem to be the kind of
place one would imagine bearing a frozen lake.
But regardless, was the United States not the arrogant bullying army that didn’t know what
it was treading on until it was
too late?
With the recent and resulting indications of American
military and economic destabilization, I have begun to think

that perhaps the real purpose
of Sept. 11 was to intentionally
lure America into an unwinnable war that could, over a period
of years, drain our economy and
causing the country to alienate
allies and to borrow so heavily
that the damage could take generations to repair.
Hardly the results that tell us
our advanced military have won,
or can ever win.
These are the kind of things I
would wish on my worst enemy.
I’m fearful that these were the
kinds of things that Osama bin
Laden wished upon America.
I’m fearful that he did just
that, and he actually got George
W. Bush to fall for his plan.
On the other hand, at this
point, whether he planned the
current situation is simply a
matter of curiosity and opinion.
According to the Ohio State
department of history, the Middle East has seen 10 major wars

and battles in the past 60 years.
It would seem, to me at least,
that in this region, peace cannot be reached through martial
means.
Maybe Rumsfeld knew something I don’t.
The cradle of civilization
smote us with a curse that stinks
with biblical undertone; a debt
to be paid by the sons of your
sons, the shame of a hundred
nations, armies scattered to the
corners of the desert and the
spilt blood of your defenders.
To finally beat this analogy
into the ground “Is that cracking
ice I hear?”

Chris Curry is a Spartan
Daily arts & entertainment
editor. “For Those About to
Read” appears every
Wednesday.
JON XAVIER / Spartan Daily

Nobody wants to see the moon in the morning
DOMINIQUE DUMADAUG

Staff Writer

I see London, I see France. I
see my classmate’s underpants!
As I walk around the SJSU

campus, going to and from my
classes, I can’t help but be disgusted by the stupid trend my
fellow classmates decide to copy
from their favorite celebrities.
Sometimes, being on campus
makes me so nauseated that I
want to throw up my morning
chai tea lattes.
I ask myself every day, why do
young people wear pants that are
not the correct size?
Sure, there are pictures of
Lindsay Lohan prancing around

Hollywood in jeans so tight that
they look like they are painted
on, but that doesn’t mean you
should do the same, ladies.
No one wants to see your
muffin top, underwear or butt
crack.
In one of my classes, I was
so distracted that I stopped listening to my professor for a few
minutes because I couldn’t stop
staring at the girl in front of me.
Her pants were so small and tight
that when she sat down, I could

see her leopard print underwear.
I didn’t want to stare, but I
couldn’t help it. It’s like a bad car
accident, you shouldn’t look at it
because it’s so horrific, but you
do because it’s right in front of
you. It was tragic.
It’s equally tragic when a girl’s
pants are so tight that every line,
dimple and crevice on her butt
can be seen. And when I see every female’s worst enemy — the
dreaded visible panty line — I
want to gouge my eyes out.

There are other ways to look
fashionable and cute — just wear
pants your size.
Now, fellas, my attention
turns to you.
The biggest hip-hop stars
wear baggy pants, but some guys
bring baggy pants to an all-time
low, literally.
When one has to hold up his
pants because the belt he’s wearing isn’t up to the task, than the
pants are too big. If a guy has to
walk at a snail’s pace to prevent

Obama’s words inspire from beyond the grave
KIMBERLY TSAO

Itʼs Down to This
This is to be published only
in the event of President Barack
Obama’s death by assassination.
Herein lies the 44th president’s
political will, quoted from his
speeches and interviews along
the campaign trail and as president:
“It’s hard to know where to
start.
Dr. King had a wonderful
saying: ‘The arc of the moral
universe is long, but it bends toward justice.’
This (death) is not the change
we seek — it is only the chance
for us to make that change. And
that change cannot happen if we
go back to the way things were.
This has to be about … restoring our sense of common
purpose and realizing that few
obstacles can withstand the
power of millions of voices calling for change.
What’s remarkable is not
how many failed in the face of
discrimination, but rather how

many men and women overcame the odds, how many were
able to make a way out of no way
for those like me who would
come after them.
Somebody,
somewhere,
stood up for me when it was
risky. Stood up when it was hard.
Stood up when it wasn’t popular. And because that somebody
stood up, a few more stood up.
And then a few thousand stood
up. And then a few million
stood up. And standing up, with
courage and clear purpose, they
somehow managed to change
the world.
Let it be said by our children’s
children that when we were tested, we refused to let this journey
end, that we did not turn back
nor did we falter; and with eyes
fixed on the horizon and God’s
grace upon us, we carried forth
that great gift of freedom and
delivered it safely to future generations.
We are the keepers of this
legacy.
For alongside our famous individualism, there’s another ingredient in the American saga: a
belief that we are connected as
one people. If there’s a child on
the South Side of Chicago who
can’t read, that matters to me,
even if it’s not my child.
If there’s a senior citizen
somewhere who can’t pay for
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their prescription drugs and is
having to choose between medicine and the rent, that makes my
life poorer, even if it’s not my
grandparent.
If there’s an Arab-American
family being rounded up without benefit of an attorney or due
process, that threatens my civil
liberties.
Our stories are singular, but
our destiny is shared.
There is not a black America
and white America and Latino America and Asian America, there’s the United States of
America.

Our climb will be steep.
But while we breathe, we
hope. And where we are met
with cynicism and doubt and
those who tell us that we can’t,
we will respond with that timeless creed that sums up the
spirit of a people: Yes we can.”

We are shaped by every language and culture, drawn from
every end of this Earth; and
because we have tasted the bitter swill of Civil War and segregation, and emerged from that
dark chapter stronger and more
united, we cannot help but believe that the old hatreds shall
someday pass; that the lines of
tribe shall soon dissolve; that

as the world grows smaller, our
common humanity shall reveal
itself; and that America must
play its role in ushering in a new
era of peace.
We will not apologize for our
way of life, nor will we waver in
its defense, and for those who
seek to advance their aims by
inducing terror and slaughtering
innocents, we say to you now that
our spirit is stronger and cannot
be broken; you cannot outlast us,
and we will defeat you.
I know there are those who
dismiss such beliefs as happy
talk. They claim that our insistence on something larger,
something firmer and more
honest in our public life, is just
a Trojan horse. Their memories
are short. For they have forgotten what this country has already
done; what free men and women
can achieve when imagination is
joined to common purpose, and
necessity to courage.
In the end, that is God’s
greatest gift to us, the bedrock
of this nation, a belief in things
not seen, a belief that there are
better days ahead.
In reaffirming the greatness
of our nation, we understand
that greatness is never a given.
It must be earned. Our journey
has never been one of shortcuts
or settling for less.
The road ahead will be long.
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Kimberly Tsao is a Spartan
Daily features editor. “It’s
Down to This” appears every
Wednesday.

his pants from falling down, the
pants are too big. If one’s pants
begin where his underwear ends,
the pants are too big.
Every day, I see a guy’s tightynot-so-whities or dingy, discolored boxers walking all around
me. Please, guys, no one wants
to see men’s butts either. Just
buy some pants that are a couple
sizes smaller, because I don’t like
getting mooned in the morning.
Of course, the offenders can
argue, “If you don’t want to see
it, don’t look.”
But the problem with that
argument is that I do have to
look and so does everyone
else. When walking in front of
someone or sitting in front of
someone, they do have to look
at what is around them. This,
unfortunately, does include
people’s butts.
I’m just asking that you
please think of everyone else’s
eyes before walking out the
door. Please, wear pants that fit,
I don’t want to see underwear
or butts anymore.
Dominique Dumadaug is a
Spartan Daily staff writer.

DID YOU KNOW...
Baskin Robbins once made
a ketchup flavored ice cream?
In the ‘70s, the company made
the flavor in honor of the
character Archie Bunker from
“All In the Famly.”
— Los Angeles Times

OPINION PAGE POLICY
Letters to the editor may be placed in the
letters to the editor box in the Spartan Daily
office in Dwight Bentel Hall, Room 209, sent
by fax to (408) 924-3282, e-mailed to spartandaily@casa.sjsu.edu or mailed to the Spartan
Daily Opinion Editor, School of Journalism
and Mass Communications, San Jose State
University, One Washington Square, San Jose,
CA 95112-0149.
Letters to the editor must contain the author’s
name, address, phone number, signature and
major. Letters become property of the Spartan
Daily and may be edited for clarity, grammar,
libel and length. Only letters of 300 words or
less will be considered for publication.
Published opinions and advertisements
do not necessarily reflect the views of the
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SJSU softball team aims to reach NCAA Regionals
Softball
home schedule

RALPH WARNER
Staff Writer

As the SJSU softball team prepares for the 2009 season opener
at the Red Dirt Classic tournament
in St. George, Utah, on Friday, the
team hopes the return of 10 letterwinners, six starters and the addition of 14 first-year Spartans can
equate to improvement from last
year’s fifth place finish in the Western Athletic Conference.
The Spartans finished with a
record of 26-35 overall and 5-13 in
conference play.
“We had some pitching struggles last year, we didn’t have depth,
and we had injuries,” said head
coach Peter Turner who enters his
third season at SJSU. “That and we
didn’t really have the leadership
that we have now. These kids now
have been under me for three seasons so that’s really helped.”
Incoming freshman pitcher
Amanda Pridmore and Elyssa
Fox, a transfer from Cuesta College in San Luis Obispo, will bring
assistance to a rotation which relied heavily on returning starting
pitcher Deanna Mauer who made
a team-high 33 starts in 2008.
“If we get in trouble, I’ll have
options,” Turner said. “I have three
that I can go to in the ‘pen, and one
starting. I didn’t have that luxury
last year.”
Despite pitching struggles, one
of the Spartans’ biggest strengths
last season was defense.
They finished the 2008 season
second among WAC teams in
fielding percentage in conference
games with a percentage of .974.
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Groundskeepers Sam Avila and Joaquin Villarreal prepare the softball complex on South Campus
Monday morning before practice.
In addition to defensive potency,
Turner said he looked toward
catcher Brittany McConnell and
second baseman Kelli Fangonilo
for leadership through play on the
field and unity within the team.
This season’s captain, McConnell, set the SJSU single-season
record for home runs with 13 and
RBIs with 51 during the 2008
season. McConnell also led the
team with a batting average of .328
and ranks first all-time in SJSU

slugging percentage with a mark of
.513 entering her final season.
Co-captain Fangonilo started
in all 61 games of the 2008 season
and finished with a batting average
of .304.
“I think that with the senior
and veteran class we have we really
took the freshmen and brought
them into what we do at this program and how we do things,” McConnell said. “They adapted and
adjusted really well and I believe

Spartan athlete Meghan McCurley
named WAC swimmer of the week
SAMANTHA PATTERSON
Staff Writer

Meghan McCurley was named
Western Athletic Conference
swimmer of the week for Jan. 26
- Feb. 1, despite her lack of formal
experience in swimming.
This is the first time McCurley
has received the award.
“I’ve swam since I was about
eight, no clubs or anything,” McCurley said. “I swam recreational
swim during the summer, but that’s
it. I didn’t really think about swimming seriously until my sophomore year in high school.”
With nothing to lose, she came
to SJSU on a recruiting trip, and
head coach Sage Hopkins inspired
her to swim.
Her skill and competitive attitude reflected in her performance
during the meet against the Nevada Wolf Pack on Jan. 31.
“She is someone who came
into our program last year as a
freshman and put in a lot of great
work, in the pool and in the weight
room,” Hopkins said. “She had to
learn to be patient with seeing results of her hard work, just like any
other sport. She’s really starting to
see all the hard work she put in last
year, so it’s really a great award for
her to get.”
So far this season, 11 members
of the SJSU swimming and diving team have been named either
WAC swimmer or diver of the
week, a high for the program.
McCurley contributed to the
Spartans victory with her impressive times in both relay and freestyle events.
In the 50-yard freestyle, she
sprinted a time of 23.99 seconds,
but she didn’t stop there.
She also dominated the 100yard freestyle event with a time of
52.47 seconds, finishing both races
in first place.
She contributed to her relay
team with times which aided them
in defeating Nevada in two events.
In the 400-yard medley relay,
McCurley used her strength as a
freestyle swimmer to close a gap
against Nevada and turned in a
career best time of 50.3 seconds,

that has to do with our veterans really stepping up.”
As first year players and returning letterwinners anticipate the
season opener, a common goal of
advancing towards regional play is
the popular theme for the season.
The Spartans have been absent
from regional play since 1992.
Fangonilo said she believes valued lessons in the importance of
confidence and assurance can be
taken away from last season.

CHAD ZIEMENDORF / Spartan daily

“We beat a lot of top 10 teams
last year, we beat your Cals and
BYUs but we went into those
games kind of shy,” Fangonilo said.
“We shouldn’t be shy, we have to
know that we can beat those teams
and play with whoever we’re playing against.”
Despite specific goals or
reaching regional play and beating highly ranked teams, Turner
said he believes the team should
remain focused on the simple
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goal of winning the majority of
games every weekend.
“We want to walk out of every
weekend with a winning record
and then things will take care of
themselves,” Turner said.
The Spartans’ first opponent of the season will be Idaho
State in the Red Dirt Classic
on Friday, Feb. 6.
They will play their home
opener against Santa Clara in the
Santa Clara Invitational on Saturday, Feb. 14 at SJSU Field.
“I’m really pleased with their
work ethic and where we are,”
Turner said. “I’m excited for the
season to start and although I’m
cautiously optimistic I believe
this team is going to do very well
and do things that nobody else
has done here.”
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Meghan McCurley swims a
leg in the 400-meter relay.
McCurley was named WAC
swimmer of the week for her
performance against Nevada
on Saturday Jan. 31.

leading the team to a final time of
3:51.45 and beating Nevada’s time
of 3:53.0.
McCurley also raced in the 200yard freestyle relay and brought in
a remarkable time of 23.84 seconds
to her teams total time of 1:36.51.
“I just went out and did the best
I could do,” McCurley said. “And if
I lost, I lost, but I would still know I
did my best. I just had a very good
meet, I was excited and our entire
team just blew me away.”
McCurley is not only strong in
the pool, but also out of it. She is
studying kinesiology to become a
physical therapist.
“Meghan is a very strong student in the classroom, she is one
of our best student-athletes and is
definitely one of the hardest workers in the pool,” Hopkins said.
“She is a great teammate and
like my big sister on the team,” said
freshman teammate Megan Mills.
“She’s always positive with the
team. She’s always trying to make a
good experience, rather it is a good
meet or a bad meet. She’s just a really good motivator,” she added.
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“I’m really excited for her because
she swam so well this weekend and swam so fast, and she’s
been working her butt off to
get those times. I’m just really
excited for her.”

